
Welcome to your Coppermines Cottage, the perfect
base for a car-free holiday. There's so much to see
and do right on your doorstep, take a look at a few of
the ideas in this itinerary. When you explore without
the car you can see more, relax more and enjoy
more. And you are helping to look after this special
landscape too! Just one car-free day this holiday will
help to ease congestion, preserve tranquil spaces
and reduce carbon emissions. What are you waiting
for? Start your memorable break by bus, boot, bike
or boat today!

Welcome to Coniston

Coniston is a lovely Lakeland village with a fascinating
cultural and industrial heritage and a popular base
for walkers and climbers. Donald Campbell broke the
water speed record on Coniston Water in 1955, and
was killed attempting to regain it again in 1967. John
Ruskin lived for the last 30 years of his life at
Brantwood, just across the lake. There are 2 public
launch services on Coniston Water, the Coniston
Launch and the National Trust's Steam Yacht
Gondola. Both of these call at Brantwood. The Monk
Coniston estate, owned by Beatrix Potter, and given
on her death to the National Trust, stretches from
Coniston to Skelwith Bridge. It includes the famous
beauty spot - Tarn Hows. The Black Bull Inn, top
picture, a 400 year old coaching inn at the foot of
Coniston Old Man, is home to the Coniston Brewing
Company.

Coniston Tourist Information Centre

Set in the heart of the old Lakeland village under the
towering crags of Coniston Old Man and close to
Coniston Water, the tourist information centre is a
superb “shop window” for Coniston and its
surroundings. Purpose built by The Lake District
National Park Authority about 10 years ago it is now
run by the village community and staffed by local
friendly volunteers seven days a week all the year
round. Conveniently situated next to the main village
car & coach park, its large airy space not only caters
for every type of visitor enquiry, but frequently hosts
exhibitions showing the latest happenings in the
area. To make sure they can successfully handle your
enquiry, the staff work closely with all the local
businesses, the Lake District National Park Authority,
Cumbria Tourist Board, and the local community, and
look forward to meeting you when you come to
Coniston! Located on Ruskin Avenue, LA21 8EH. Call
015394 41533 or email mail@conistontic.org







5 easy walks in and around
Coniston

Why not try one of these lovely walks around
Coniston to see some fantastic views.

The Lake Shore - 5 miles: Allow 3 hours. A classic
Lakeland walk, take in the beautiful natural scenery
as you follow the Lake shore path along Coniston
Water.

Lower slopes of the 'Old Man' - 3 miles: Allow 2
hours. Overlooking the quaint village of Coniston and
it's peaceful lake, this is a fantastic walk with stunning
views, from high, rocky backdrops to low, babbling
becks.

Yewdale Valley & Tarns Hows - 5 miles: Allow 3 hours.
Yewdale Valley is a picturesque location to walk
through, up the side of waterfall, the on to the
stunning Tarn Hows.

Brantwood & The Lake Shore - 5 miles: Allow 3 hours.
With pleasant paths and lush meadows, take a
wander to Brantwood, an historic mansion near the
shores of Coniston Water, the 3rd largest lake in the
Lake District.

Tarn Hows - 3 1/2 miles: Allow 2-2 1/2 hours. Tarn
Hows and Tom Gill waterfalls are not to be missed -
here you will find a peaceful, tranquil corner of the
Lake District, boasting superb splendour and scenic
beauty.

For route guides and more walks around the Lakes,
visit www.golakes.co.uk/travel/on-foot

Wonderful Walks From
Coniston
Here are some of our favourite walks that start right
here in Coniston. Get closer to the peace and
tranquility of the Lake District and work up an apetite
for some fabulous local food and drink.

Miles without Stiles

For a truly memorable trip, try one of these walks
starting at Coniston Boating Centre. They are all part
of the “Miles Without Stiles” network, perfect for
pushchairs and wheelchairs. You can hop on the boat
for part of your journey too. Visit the Tourist
Information Centre or the Miles Without Stiles
website www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/mileswithoutstiles
for a detailed route.

1. Coniston to Torver (2 miles / 3.5 km and should
take 1 hour each way). Take the footpath from
Coniston Boating Centre along the lake shore to
Torver Jetty. At Torver Jetty retrace your steps, or take
the Coniston Launch back to Coniston Boating
Centre. There are toilets at Coniston Boating Centre
and the Bluebird Café offers stunning views of the
lake. Take Ordnance Survey Explorer map OL6.

2. A picturesque route to Tarn Hows (2 miles / 3.5 km
and should take 1 hour each way). Head to the
Waterhead Hotel along the path or to Monk Coniston
by boat and follow the signs to Tarn Hows. There are
toilets at Tarn Hows and Monk Coniston. Take
Ordnance Survey Explorer map OL7.



Torver Trail

Coniston used to have its own railway line with a
terminus station in the village just up from the Sun
Hotel. It was connected to the Furness Railway at
Foxfield but sadly it was abandoned in 1958. The
track bed has since then been unused (apart from a
section near Torver which carries a new road).
Recently though, some sections of track bed on the
approach to Coniston have been converted into a
cycle path.

Starting from back of the Church House Inn car park
in Torver village follow the surfaced track through to
Hoathwaite Bridge. It goes through fields to start,
crosses over the new bridge at Torver Beck and then
enters an increasingly steep sided cutting, leading
you on to Hoathwaite. Go under the railway bridge
and bear left up to the road. Turn left over the bridge
then turn left again to follow the access track North
East to Hoathwaite Farm. Ignore the entrance to the
farm, instead continue North East past it and head
along the pleasant track towards Coniston Water.

Near the lake shore ignore the path and track on the
right, instead skirt left and head North near the side
of the lake and follow the access track through the
camp site to Coniston Hall. At Coniston Hall follow
the access track North for 100m to pick-up the cycle
path on the right. Follow the cycle path North, North
West then North East for about 1km to join Lake
Road. Turn right onto Lake Road and follow it back to
the start at the lake side car park. From here you can
either head up to Coniston Village and carefully
follow the A593 back towards Torver or simply re-
trace your steps. Either way the pretty village of
Coniston with its county pubs and Cafés is a great
place to stop for a breather.



Give the driver a break.
Sit back and enjoy the journey and take the bus to
explore more of the local area. Avoid car parking
charges and hassle, and take advantage of some
great special offers too!

 

Coast and Countryside on the X33

Lakeland Explorer Route X33 takes you effortlessly
from lake to sea, with a host of discoveries along the
way. Starting in Ambleside and linking picturesque
villages such as Coniston and Broughton-in-Furness
until reaching the vast expanse of the West Coast -
Don't miss this unforgetable journey. The X33 stops
at Skelwith Bridge, Tarn Hows, Coniston, Torver,
Broughton-in-Furness, Bootle, Muncaster Castle and
Ravenglass.

Broughton-in-Furness is a thriving small market town
with a good choice of cafés, pubs and specialist
shops set around the fine Georgian square. A
delightful short, easy access walk along the Old
Railway line leads from the town centre, or you can
head along the marked trails to see the unique
wildlife of the Duddon Mosses. Call into the
information centre in market square where they will
be happy to help you find out more. Explore historic
Muncaster Castle and its 70 acres of stunning
gardens set against the backdrop of the Lake District
Fells. Home to the World Owl Centre with a wide
variety of these amazing birds. The ‘Meet the Birds’
display occurs at 2.30pm daily. Ravenglass is the only
coastal village in the Lake District National Park and is
also the southern tip of the Hadrian’s Wall World
Heritage Site. The Roman Bath house is a short walk
from the village and has walls over 12ft high.

Call traveline on 0871 200 22 33 or visit
www.traveline.info for bus times.

Bus Services in Coniston

Sit back and enjoy the journey when you travel by
bus. Avoid the hassle of car parking and help to keep
the Lake District special too. Ask on board for special
offer tickets for unlimited travel around the central
lakes, or tickets that include attractions and boat
trips. Call traveline on 0871 200 22 33.

525 Cross Lakes Experience Bowness – Ferry House
–– Hill Top - Hawkshead - Wray Castle – Grizedale –
Satterthwaite (seasonal – daily from April –
November. Connects with 505 Coniston Rambler)
505 Coniston Rambler Kendal – Windermere –
Ambleside – Hawkshead - Coniston (seasonal – daily
from April – November)
X33 Lakeland Explorer Ambleside – Coniston –
Broughton – Bootle – Muncaster Castle – Ravenglass
(seasonal - daily in summer holidays)
X12 Coniston – Torver – Ulverston (Monday to
Saturday – not public holidays)

Cross Lake Experience

The Cross Lakes Experience is a combined ticket for
bus and boat that operates daily throughout the
summer from Bowness-on-Windermere. A
connecting ferry service allows visitors to cross to the
western shore of Windermere to join the mini coach
service and travel onward to visit Hill Top or the
beautiful village of Hawkshead with its delightful
church, Wordsworth’s Grammar School and the
Beatrix Potter Gallery. Onward connections are
available to Coniston Water where you can enjoy a
cruise and visit Brantwood, John Ruskin’s home and
to Grizedale Forest for the high-level fun of Go Ape,
mountain biking and the new visitor centre. Explore
Windermere, Coniston Water and the breath-taking
countryside tucked in between, all with one ticket.
The Cross Lakes Experience gives you flexibility to
travel by bus, boat and Mountain Goat minibus.

http://www.traveline.info/


Take to the Water
The beautiful Coniston water is just waiting to be
discovered - hire a boat or take a cruise for a fun
family day out.

A Relaxing Cruise on Coniston

Take a cruise on the Coniston Launch or Steam Yacht
Gondola, and see the countryside from a different
perspective. Both services leave from Coniston
Boating Centre. Sit back and enjoy the journey, either
all the way around the lake or hop on and off at
Brantwood House and Monk Coniston.

Coniston Launch - Relax on a solar electric powered
boat run by Coniston Ferry Service Limited, hop on
and off at one of the five jetties around the lake. The
launches are accessible to those with mobility
problems- they are fitted with handrails and are level
with the jetties, and small folding wheelchairs can be
carried onboard. Northern Cruise or single fares. Buy
a great value combined ticket for Coniston Launch
and Brantwood. Sails Mar - Nov, Mon - Sun, 10:45 -
15:55, 6 sailings per day. 

Steam Yacht Gondola - Experience the elegance and
style of the Victorian era on this National Trust boat,
hop on or off at Brantwood or Monk Coniston.There
are steps with a handrail onto the boat. Half lake or
full lake tours available. Sails Mar - Nov, Mon - Sun,
11:00 - 15:30, 4 sailings per day.

Coniston Boating Centre

Discover Coniston Water at your own pace and hire
your own canoe, paddleboards, sail dingy or rowing
boat. Sail between elegant swans, feel the wind in
your hair and soak up the awe inspiring Coniston
landscapes. You can also hire electric bikes and
regular bikes. Electric bikes: £18 for 4 hours or £25
per day. Open 10am -5pm every day. Tel: 015394
41366



Swallows and Amazons on
Coniston!

Arthur Ransome is best known for his children’s
books, particularly the Swallows and Amazons series
based upon the lakes of Coniston and Windermere.
The stories are about the sailing adventures of
schoolchildren on holiday. Ransome himself learnt to
sail on Coniston. He had an interesting past, and
after working as a spy during the Russian Revolution
he settled in the Lake District with his wife Eva, Leon
Trotsky’s secretary.

Coniston Water was the inspiration for Ransome’s
famous children’s books. The children in Swallows
and Amazons start their summer holiday adventure
at Holly Howe, which is based on Bank Ground Farm
on the shore of the lake. From here they sailed to
Wildcat Island, which was inspired by Peel Island in
the centre of Coniston Water. If you fancy yourself as
a skipper, hire a motor boat, rowing boat, canoe or
sailing boat from Coniston Boating Centre. Open Mar-
Oct, Mon-Sun, 10:00-17:00, and Nov-Feb, Wed-Sun,
reduced hours).

The Steam Yacht Gondola is a great way to soak up
the scenery that inspired Ransom’s tales. Sails Mar-
Nov, Mon-Sun, 4 or 5 times per day, from the boating
centre. Follow the signs down to Coniston Water - the
setting for Ransome’s adventures. The short stroll on
pavement next to quiet roads is 1 km (½ mile) and
should take 15 mins each way. Hire a boat or climb
aboard the Steam Yacht Gondola.



Wet Weather Options
We know that it isn't sunny every day in Conison, so
here are some ideas for car-free days out on a rainy
day. Discover the rich heritage of Coniston with a visit
to nearby musuems and stately homes.

Ruskin Museum, Coniston

John Ruskin wrote his first poem while on holiday in
the Lake District, and he was lucky enough to see his
hero, Wordsworth, on that same holiday. He wrote
many radical essays about social reform, public
libraries, the National Trust and green policies. Thus
Ruskin had a great influence on the landscape and
culture we experience to this day. The Ruskin
Museum in Coniston was set up by Ruskin’s secretary
W.G. Collingwood in 1901 as a memorial to Ruskin,
who was fascinated by the local area. The museum
has great exhibits about mining, lace making, and
farming and is well worth a visit. Open Mar-Nov,
everyday, 10:00-17:30 and Nov-Mar, Wed-Sun only,
10:30 - 15:30. Tel: 01539 441164

Pay as you drive car hire

If you'd like to go somehwere you simply can't reach
on foot, bike or public transport, why not use one of
our pay as you drive cars? A simple hourly or mileage
charge covers fuel, tax, maintenance and
comprehensive insurance - so all you do is the
driving! With funky cars such as the Mini Clubman
and electric Twizya, and prices as low as £3.75 per
hour, why not check out all the handy locations our
cars are based. Not only is PAYD car hire cheap, it
means you can leave your car at home, experience
driving a new, low carbon or electric car and feel
good about doing your bit to protect the Lake
District.

Hourly rates from just £3.75
Daily rates from just £17.50
Flat rate mileage charge of just 13 pence.
We operate in over 40 locations so once you've
signed up, you can use our cars in any other of our
locations across the UK!
Free Co-Wheels membership when you sign up using
the promotional code 'Traveller's Guide'.
Visit www.co-wheels.org.uk



Wray Castle

Wray Castle is a private house, built in 1840 in the
Gothic revival style. Over the years, the property has
seen many owners and was once rented by Beatrix
Potter's family. The property is now owned and
managed by the National Trust. The castle and
grounds are open to the public, provide beautiful
views across Lake Windermere and boast a variety of
unique trees, including a mulberry tree planted by
William Wordsworth. There are regular sailings from
Ambleside, Bowness and Brockhole call Windermere
Lake Cruises on 015394 32225, or walk or cycle the
lakeshore path from Ambleside (xx miles) or from
Ferry Nab (4 miles). The 505 between Kendal,
Ambleside and Coniston stops close to Wray Castle,
and the seasonal 525 connects Wray Castle with
Ferry Nab, Hawkshead and Grizedale. Tel: 015394
33250

Monk Coniston Gardens

Monk Coniston Hall was once home to James Garth
Marshall, the Victorian creator of Tarn Hows. Explore
the old walled garden and grounds famed for their
exotic conifers. Look out for interesting wildlife here.
The grounds and the walled garden are open to the
public and now used by community gardeners. The
café is open for drinks and snacks during the
summer. Experience the elegance and style of the
Victorian era on the National Trust Steam Yacht
Gondola and hop on or off at Monk Coniston. Sails
Mar - Nov, Mon - Sun, 11:00 - 15:30, 4 sailings per
day.

Brantwood House, Coniston (east
shore)

Brantwood House is Ruskin’s former home and is
now a treasure house of historical importance and a
lively centre of contemporary arts. Jumping Jenny’s
restaurant on the terrace is the perfect place for a
brew with a view! Relax in the gardens, browse the
bookshop and discover the craft gallery. With so
much to see and do, Brantwood is an all-weather
favourite. Explore Brantwood House and gardens
and arrive in style on Coniston Launch. It runs from
Mar to Nov, every day, every hour from 10:45 until
15:15, the cruise takes 45 mins. Brantwood opening
hours are the same as Coniston Boating Centre.

The bus, boat & Brantwood ticket includes 505
Stagecoach bus, Coniston Launch, and Brantwood
House. Buy yours from the bus driver. Experience the
elegance and style of the Victorian era on the
National Trust Steam Yacht Gondola - hop on or off
at Brantwood. There are steps with a handrail onto
the boat. Half lake or full lake tour sails Mar - Nov,
Mon - Sun, 11:00 - 15:30, 4 sailings per day. Open
daily Mar - Nov, and Wed - Sun Dec - Mar. Tel:
015394 41396
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